Community Hub – “A permeable space that encourages flexible use for creative performance”

To create is to begin or to make or cause to be or to become.  When thinking of performance a few words spring to mind, such as ability, talent, a show, a game and art.  Forest Wilson said: “Architecture, painting, and sculpture are called the fine arts.  They appeal to the eye as music does to the ear.  But architecture is not judged by visual appeal alone.  Buildings affect all of the human senses – sound, smell, touch, taste and vision.”
The main idea for my hub is to create “A permeable space that encourages flexible use for creative performance” as already mentioned in the title.  After having looked at numerous precedents the main idea was strengthened by focusing on the following informants, namely: function, permeability, pattern, flexibility and ease of access.
Function:
The function of my hub would be to entertain, inform and exhibit.  When entertaining one needs to be seen from more than one position.  The performer needs to be on a stage, which does not have to be rigid and set and the audience can be sitting or standing.  People like to watch and experience in groups and therefore modular units in triangular shape of different sizes making up the stage were developed so that groups of various sizes could grab a seating unit of equal proportion and orientate it to their liking.  When exhibiting, screens are needed or for crafts, hanging space is required.  How this is overcome will be explained under flexibility.
The gum pole formation on the main corner, opposite the core structure also functions as a billboard or signage area.
A more formal space behind the core structure, also with triangular (moveable) seating units, screened by permeable plywood slats form a space where individuals can go about privately making use of the Wi-Fi service.

Permeability:
Thin diameter gum poles forming the structure, rising metres into the air creates an open permeable space where everything is transparent to viewers of the performance or those passing by.  Screen walls are also permeable as well as the triangular stage units/ interchangeably also used for seating, display and stage dividers as one can see through underneath the legs.

Pattern:
The main idea of creativity is strengthened by using triangulation throughout.  The pattern of the stage can be broken up, changed to form a new shape and manipulated like a game or puzzle.  The shape of the roof units is also triangular and the gum poles are set in a definite pattern, both vertical and horizontal members.  The core structure was also changed to a 1m² triangle, but keeping it 5 metres high.

Flexibility:
All the units from the stage and the roof are moveable.  The stage can be broken up to form different lay out configurations for various performances and plays, sush as group performances versus one man shows to cat walks.
These units can be placed on top of each other with the legs facing out to form hanging space for craft markets or mirrored with the flush side facing out for art exhibitions.  The units can be used for seating, building a puzzle or creating stage dividers and more intimate walling.  

Ease of Access:
The hub can be accessed and viewed from three sides.  The modular units can also be moved to create certain pathways or direction of flow if need requires. 
 
Thus focusing on the above informants this community hub will be a permeable space that encourages flexible use for creative performance, for Louis Kahn said: “The only way you can build, the only way you can get the building into being, is through the measurable.  You must follow the laws of nature and use... the methods of construction.  But in the end, the building becomes part of living.  It evokes immeasurable qualities, and the spirit of its existence takes over.”   
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